January 2017

Official newsletter of the Australian Railway Historical Society (NSW Division) • Editor: Ross Verdich • Issue:

January 2017
Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat
Tue
Tue
Sat
Tue
Sat
Sun
Tue
Thur
Sat
Tue

2
3
4
7
10
10
14
17
21
22
24
26
28
31

Public Holiday Bookshop & Railway Resource Centre closed
Railway Resource Centre open
Members’ Meeting: Tracey Pallas-NSW Stockyards
Railway Resource Centre open
Railway Resource Centre open
Newcastle Members’ Meeting: Titfield Thunderbolt movie
Railway Resource Centre open
Railway Resource Centre open
Railway Resource Centre open
Tour - Annual Summer’s Day on the South Coast
Railway Resource Centre open
Public Holiday Bookshop closed
Railway Resource Centre open
Railway Resource Centre open

February 2017

Wed 1 Members’ Meeting: Bill Phippen - 1st Hawkesbury River
Bridge Photo Album
Sat 4 Railway Resource Centre open
Tue 7 Railway Resource Centre open
Sat 11 Railway Resource Centre open
Tue 14 Railway Resource Centre open
Tue 14 Newcastle Members’ Meeting: J Beckhaus Slovenian Rlwys
Sat 18 Railway Resource Centre open
Tue 21 Railway Resource Centre open
Sat 25 Railway Resource Centre open
Sun 26 Tour - General Gordon Hawkesbury River Cruise
Tue 28 Railway Resource Centre open

ARHSnsw Member Survey
Members will find in this January magazine and newsletter package a Member Survey
Form. We are a not-for-profit organisation that exists for its members and others
interested in railways. To help the Society continue to serve the needs of the railway
enthusiast community, we would be interested in your answers to this short survey. Your
participation is much appreciated.
Completion of the survey will put you into the draw for a $50 voucher at the Society's
bookshop.
If you would prefer to complete the survey on-line, please go to:
							
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RHSXDHM
Sydney meetings:

Members’ meetings are held in Sydney on the first Wednesday of the
month. Meetings commence 6.30pm (seating available from 6pm)

At the ‘Mitchell Room’, 1st floor, Sydney
Mechanics School of Arts, 280 Pitt St,
Sydney (between Park & Bathurst Sts)

Newcastle
meetings:

Members’ meetings are held in Newcastle on the second Tuesday of
each month at 7.30pm.

At the New Lambton Community Centre, cnr
Alma Rd and Cromwell St, New Lambton

Redfern Bookshop: Monday to Friday:
10am to 5pm
Saturday:
9am to 4pm

Phone: 02 9699 4595 • Fax: 02 9699 1714
Email: sales@arhsnsw.com.au

67 Renwick Street, Redfern, NSW, 2016

Rail Resource
Centre:

Email: resources@arhsnsw.com.au
(Ph 02 9699 2736 and fax: 02 9699 1714,
please note requests not taken by phone)

67 Renwick Street, Redfern, NSW, 2016
(only during advertised opening times)

Phone: 02 9699 4595 • Fax: 02 9699 1714
Email: mail@arhsnsw.com.au

67 Renwick Street, Redfern, NSW, 2016
(by appointment only)

Infoline: 02 8394 9019 or 0428 333 443

www.arhsnsw.com.au

Tuesdays:
12pm to 4pm
Saturdays:
10am to 3pm

GM, Administration
and Mail Order:
Tours:

As advertised

AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NSW DIVISION

MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTER
NEW ARHSnsw MEMBERS
We warmly welcome the following rejoining and new members:
3538
Nick SHERIDAN
Waverton
4436
John WALKER
Sherwood Qld
5300
Ronald VOKES
Homebush
5301
Harry COLE
Redfern
5302
Colin PURSEHOUSE
Jilliby
5303
Francis HUTCHINSON
Annandale
5304
Michael SASIM
Ashbury
5305
Derek WILLIAMS
Mascot
5306
Patrick O’GRADY
St Andrews
5307
Douglas McMASTER
Gladesville
5308
Paul SUTTON
Coolum Beach Qld
5309
Neil HOGG
St Ives
5310
Trevor O’LEARY
Bathurst
5311
Graham JONES
Somersby
5312
Grahame REID
Picton

Members’ Photo Competition#

The December competition was our first annual selection of a
winner and runner-up from our monthly competitions over the
year.
Peter Sage won the competition with his November 1959
slide of the through western goods lines at Enfield with many
withdrawn 57 and 58 Class being the real focus of the picture. It
was the subject for the May competition - ‘Sydney’s Forgotten
Goods Lines (100-year anniversary)’.

Tour Schedule

January 22: Annual Summers Day on the South Coast
(Booking form on Page 3 of this newsletter)
February 26: ‘General Gordon’ Hawkesbury River Cruise
(Booking form on Page 4 of this newsletter)
March 25 to April 8 2017: ARHSnsw New Zealand Tour
(Booking form on Page 5 of this newsletter)
April 21 to 23: Blayney to Orange 140th Anniversary Tour
For more info contact ARHSnsw Tours on 02 8394 9019 or
0428333443.

These two images relate to the ARHSnsw Xmas Tour to Loftus and
the Sydney Tramway Museum on 11 December.
Above: F1 pauses at Oatley.
Lower: Tram LP154 in its Newcastle livery departs for Sutherland
Both images: Shane O’Neil

The runner-up was Anthony Roth with his late afternoon shot of
Mortuary Station in July 2011
Upcoming subjects are:
January—From the footbridge#
February—Green diesels#
March—Unfulfilled plans#
April—Shunting#
# The photo competition is now held for the submission
of digital images only. Slides or prints cannot be accepted.
The Society’s Board hopes this will encourage more entries in
this digital age. Contestants are to submit digital images at least
24 hours beforehand to: mail@arhsnsw.com.au . Digital images
cannot be submitted on the night.
Contestants who cannot scan and email their print/slides
may come to the Redfern Bookshop no later than seven days
beforehand to have their photos scanned. In most cases the print/
slides will be returned at the Members’ Meeting. Contestants are
to submit a caption with each digital image and to know when
and where the photo was taken. The subject should also be the
image’s main focus. Submissions are limited to FIVE digital
images only.
No prize will be given on the night but the winning image will
be entered into a contest at the December Members’ Meeting
when a winning prize plus a runner up will be awarded. Note:
Images submitted from throughout the year will be considered,
not just the winning entries.
The winning image may be used for publicity purposes in the
Society’s print and digital media.

Donation Acknowledgement
The Society wishes to acknowledge the generous donation of
a collection of books and magazines by Mike Hardwick, the son
of former member George Hardwick, who passed away on 23
November 2001.
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NSW DIVISION

OUR ANNUAL SUMMER’S
DAY ON THE SOUTH COAST
MEMBERS’ NEWSLETTER
A TOUR WITH THE 621/721 RAIL CARS
Sunday 22 January 2017

J

oin ARHSnsw Tours and The Rail Motor Society on our annual journey over the Illawarra Line to Kiama, Berry and Nowra
(Bomaderry). Our tour will commence from the Paterson Museum and will pick up passengers at Maitland, Broadmeadow,
Cardiff, Fassifern, Wyong, Gosford, Hornsby, Epping and Strathfield on our way to Sydney Central where we expect to depart
at about 9.30am. There will be pickups at Hurstville and Sutherland also.
Enjoy a Devonshire Morning Tea whilst travelling south along the magnificent scenic
Illawarra Line with the spectacular vista from Stanwell Park to Thirroul and Wollongong
and further coastal views along the line to Kiama and Nowra (Bomaderry). This year we are
offering the option of three destinations:
Option 1, leave the train at (a) Kiama to visit the Seaside Markets, walk to the famous
Blowhole, have a picnic beside the water or choose a local restaurant for lunch or (b) leave the
train at Berry to spend more time in this quaint historic village to enjoy a choice of luncheon
venues and explore the village centre.
Option 2, travel to Nowra (Bomaderry) for a 2 course Fish and Chips, Salad and Dessert
lunch with tea or coffee at the Bomaderry RSL Club. Our return journey will depart Bomaderry
and return to Berry where we will allow an hour for those who would like to take the short walk
to explore the village with its unique business centre and shops. Return to Sydney is expected
to be at 7.00pm before the train continues on to Paterson.
Book early for this annual relaxing day out. A great Christmas Gift Voucher for this tour is
available on application. Tour cost for both options includes the Devonshire Morning Tea and
Afternoon Teas served at your seat. Cool drinks & TRMS Souvenirs will also be available on board during the journey.
Historic lineside notes including the STN will be distributed on departure from Central.

BOOKING FORM: A SUMMERS DAY in the 621/721 Rail Cars - Sunday 22 January 2017

Mail to:

ARHSnsw Tours
or fax (02) 9699 1714
or Book at:
67 Renwick Street			
REDFERN, NSW, 2016			

ARHSnsw Bookshop
67 Renwick Street
REDFERN, NSW, 2016

Please book for me Option 1: Kiama, Seaside Markets and Blowhole .........or Berry Village..........
............Seats ARHSnsw & TRMS Members and guests

$115.00

$....................... (GST incl.)

............Seats Non-Members
@ $125.00
Option 2: Nowra, Bomaderry RSL Lunch and Berry Village Walk

$....................... (GST incl.)

@

............Seats ARHSnsw & TRMS Members and guests

@ $130.00

$....................... (GST incl.)

............Seats Non-Members

@ $140.00

$....................... (GST incl.)

............GIFT VOUCHERS for Option 1.........Option 2..........@ 		

$....................... (GST incl.)

PLEASE PROVIDE A CHRISTMAS GIFT VOUCHER FOR THIS TOUR
			
TOTAL
$....…..…….… (GST incl.)
I will join the train at....................................................Station
I request an alternative meal at Bomaderry RSL Club due to dietary requirements.....................................
Name............................................................................................................................................................................. .......................................
Address.............................................................................................................................................................................Postcode.......................
Telephone (home)............................................................. (mobile)...................................................................Membership No. ......................
E-mail..............................................................Name(s) of accompanying person(s)............................................................................................

PREFERRED PAYMENT BY CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER/CASH for $........................Or please DEBIT my VISA or MASTERCARD
Card No.										

Expiry

/

Signature ......................................................................................................Date ........................................
Tickets and Itinerary confirmation will be posted to your address 10 days before departure
ARHSnsw Tours Infoline (02) 8394 9019 or 0428 333 443

ABN 96 000 538 803.

ARHSnsw is not responsible for last minute changes to train consist by the train operator, tour route or destination.
Refunds: up to 30 days prior–full refund; less than 30 days to 7 days prior to tour departure 90%; less than 7 days–NO REFUND

OFFICE USE ONLY: Date booking rec’d ....../......./....... Date processed ....../......./....... Car.........Seats..................Tickets sent ....../......./.......
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NSW DIVISION

MEMBERS’
NEWSLETTER
IN THE WAKE
OF THE
‘GENERAL GORDON’
and RIVER HISTORY TOUR
Sunday 26 February 2017

C

ome and join us on a special three and a half hour historical cruise on the
Hawkesbury River with local historian Peter Rae.
Departing from Brooklyn at 9.30am, Peter will be providing a commentary as we
follow the route of the ‘General Gordon’ paddle wheeler along the river. Due to the
silting of Mullet Creek we are unable to sail by a regular ferry to the Mullet Creek
Station site located at the bottom of the 1 in 40 grade south of the Woy Woy Tunnel.
Hear how the two railway bridges were built and why the first bridge failed. Also
we will be learning about the West Head defences during World War II and its
inclined railway. Other items of interest regarding WWII installations including;
the River bed minefield, the Woy Woy WWII airfield, HMAS Hawkesbury, Juno
Point defences, the Japanese submarines rendezvous and view the wrecks of WWI
naval ships HMAS Parramatta and Swan. Our Railway Resources Manager, Bill
Phippen OAM will contribute his knowledge about the involvement Dangar Island
played in the bridge construction.
We return to Brooklyn at 1.00pm in time for your lunch. Travel to Hawkesbury
River by the 7.45am service from Central or the 7.50am Sydney service from
Wyong and walk the short distance to the Brooklyn Ferry Wharf. The return
Sydney service departs Hawkesbury River at 1.37pm and 2.37pm. The Wyong
service departs at 1.45pm or 2.45pm.
Morning tea is included on board the ferry. Bring a picnic lunch or purchase
lunch from the hotel or cafés at Brooklyn. Tour notes will be distributed on board
the ferry. We are limited to 70 passengers on the ferry, so please book early.

Bridge engineer Samuel Ryland surveys his
handiwork after the successful flotation of the
original bridge’s first span on 25 May 1888.
Image: RRC Collection #507519

Booking form for:

IN THE WAKE OF THE ‘GENERAL GORDON’ and RIVER HISTORY TOUR 26 February 2017
Mail to: 		
ARHSnsw Tours		
or fax (02) 9699 1714
Pay at:
ARHSnsw Bookshop
		67 Renwick Street								67 Renwick Street
		REDFERN NSW 2016							REDFERN NSW 2016
Name.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Address.............................................................................................................................................................................Postcode.......................
Telephone (home)............................................................. (mobile)...................................................................Membership No. ......................
E-mail....................................................................................................................................................................
Name(s) of accompanying person(s)....................................................................................................................................................................
I will join the train to Hawkesbury River at...........................................Station (Should you decide to drive, parking is limited at Brooklyn)
Please book for me............Tickets (ARHSnsw Members and guests)

@

$55.00

$....................... (GST incl.)

............Tickets non-members

@

$60.00

$....................... (GST incl.)

			
TOTAL
$....…..…….… (GST incl.)
PREFERRED PAYMENT BY CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER/CASH for $................................
Or please DEBIT my VISA or MASTERCARD

Card No.

Expiry

/

Signature ......................................................................................................Date ........................................
Tickets and timetable confirmation will be posted to your address 10 days before departure.
ARHSnsw Tours Infoline (02) 8394 9019 or 0428 333 443
ARHSnsw is not responsible for last minute changes to the cruise route or destination.
Refunds: up to 30 days prior–full refund; less than 30 days to 7 days prior to tour departure 90%; less than 7 days–NO REFUND

OFFICE USE ONLY: Date booking rec’d ....../......./....... Date processed ....../......./....... Tickets sent ....../......./.......
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NSW DIVISION

MEMBERS’
ARHSnsw
NEW NEWSLETTER
ZEALAND TOUR
25 March to 8 April 2017

A

RHSnsw in conjunction with ARHS Qld & Guidepost Tours presents our 15 Day tour to New Zealand.

Fly from your home port to Christchurch where our tour will start. Highlights of this tour include travel on
all three TranzRail Services: A return trip on the TranzAlpine to Greymouth, the TranzCoastal (if running due to
earthquake damage) from Christchurch to Picton and the Northern Explorer from National Park to Auckland.
Other highlights include a walk along the Charming Creek Railway, explore the Denniston Incline Museum
and heritage railway site with overnight stays at Westport, enjoy a great meal on the Christchurch Dinner Tram
and visit rail and tramway museums on both Islands. Experience the Cook Strait Ferry crossing from Picton to
Wellington, enjoy a steam tour behind Ja1271 to Taihape, two-days travel in the restored RM31 rail motor, a cruise
on the Waimarie paddle steamer and experience the wonderful two-day tour in the rail carts from Stratford to
Okahukura. A visit to MOTAT before the return flight from Auckland will complete the tour.
The tour cost is for the land content tour of New Zealand only. Air fares will be arranged through our travel
agent at best price at time of booking the tour. If you wish to arrange your own flights, they will need to coincide
with the morning flights to Christchurch for the group transfer to our accommodation.
A full itinerary with Conditions of Travel is available on application or when booking the tour.
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

BOOKING FORM: A Tour of New Zealand 25 March to 8 April 2017

Mail to:

ARHSnsw Tours
or fax (02) 9699 1714
or Pay at:
67 Renwick Street			
REDFERN, NSW, 2016			

ARHSnsw Bookshop
67 Renwick Street
REDFERN, NSW, 2016

Please book me on this tour:
............... ARHSnsw members and guests @ $6925
$ .......................
					............... Single Supplement		@ $975		$ .......................
							For Credit Card payments, please add 2% $ …......……………
									TOTAL (GST Incl)

$ …...………......…

Please arrange my air flights to Christchurch…...….......Return from Auckland.......………
(Flights can also be arranged from Brisbane or Melbourne on request.)
I wish to pay by instalments by Cheque/Cash …....… VISA or MasterCard …....… (Details required are shown below)
Deposit required on application to join tour (per person)

@

$925

$ ……………....

First instalment of

$2000

due 15/12/2016				

$ ………………..

Second instalment of

$2000

due 15/1/2017				

$ ………………..

Third instalment of

$2000

due 15/2/2017				

$ .……………….

Include Single Supplement payment with third instalment due 15/2/2017

$ .……………….

Name......................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Address.............................................................................................................................................................................Postcode......................
Telephone (contact no.)......................................................... (mobile)..............................................................Membership No. .....................
E-mail....................................................................................................................................................................
Name(s) of accompanying person(s)....................................................................................................................................................................
Preferred Name(s) on Name Badge(s)...................................................................................................................................................................
Please note your special accommodation or dietary requirements...........................................................................................................
I hold a current Australian Passport ………………Other Passport …...……………………I require Travel Insurance Information …….........
PREFERRED PAYMENT BY CHEQUE/CASH for $...................................or please DEBIT my VISA or MASTERCARD (Add 2%)

Card No.										

Expiry

/

Signature ......................................................................................................Date ........................................
ARHSnsw Tours Infoline (02) 8394 9019 or 0428 333 443
ARHSnsw is not responsible for the last minute change of locomotives, train consist, tour route or destination by the train or tour operator.
Tickets and confirmed itinerary information will be sent 14 days before departure. Refunds: see Conditions of Travel.
(ABN 96 000 538 803).

OFFICE USE ONLY: Date booking rec’d ....../......./....... Date processed ....../......./.......Tickets sent ....../......./.......
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NSW DIVISION

140 YEARS OF MEMBERS’
RAILWAYS NEWSLETTER
IN ORANGE AND THE WEST
SYMPOSIUM & TOUR

T

he arrival of the Western Railway line in Orange on 19 April 1877 brought great benefits to the town and
areas further west. Orange became a major transport centre for the region with the railway providing many
employment opportunities. As the railway’s business grew so did the town, bringing significant growth and
prosperity.
To mark the importance of this momentous event in the history of the city, Orange and District Historical
Society is holding a one-day symposium titled Rail Revolution: 140 years of railways in Orange and the West. The
symposium will take place on Sunday 23 April 2017, the weekend after Easter and the closest possible date to the
140th anniversary. The program covers the history, social and economic influence and day-to-day operations of the
railways in the steam and diesel eras.
The society is proud to announce that five outstanding railway specialists have accepted an invitation to speak at
the symposium and respond to questions from the audience.
Euan Greer, historical society member who has had a lifelong interest in the history of railways, will set the
scene by describing the opening day celebrations in 1877.
David Hill, former CEO of the State Rail Authority and of the ABC, author of several books and former Orange
boy, will talk about the contribution of rail heritage to today’s society.
Bob McKillop, author of railway and other books and editor of Australian Railway History, will speak about the
influence of the railways on the economy and industrial development of the western districts of NSW.
Denny Ellis, former signalman at Orange East Fork Junction and retired superintendent of passenger train
running, who is the author of A Railwayman’s Journey, will describe railway operations at their height in Orange
during the 1940s and 1950s.
John Bastick, another lifelong railwayman and former train controller in Orange, will round the day off with a
talk about Orange railways in the period leading to their decline.
The symposium will take place in Kenna Hall, Hill Street, Orange, from 10am to 4pm. For more information,
please contact Phil Stevenson on 0402 412 188 or email him at: ibiswines@bigpond.com

Rail revolution
140 years of railways in Orange and the west

A

tour is being arranged to take The Rail Motor Society’s CPH Rail Motors to Orange to be a part of these
celebrations.

Symposium to focus on Orange
railway anniversary
Departing Sydney Central Station on Friday 21st April and traveling over the Blue Mountains via Lithgow,
Bathurst and Blayney to Orange. Dinner Bed and Breakfast accommodation will be at Central Calula Motor
Lodge.

On Saturday the CPH Rail Motors will operate shuttles between Orange and Blayney for locals whilst our group
will participate in an Orange District Coach Tour with lunch at a vineyard.

On Sunday, attend the Symposium to hear the line-up of noted speakers including David Hill, Bob McKillop and
Denny Ellis. After lunch, rejoin the CPH’s for the return to Sydney.

The arrival of the Western Railway line in Orange on 19 April 1877 brought great benefits to the town and
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The symposium will take place on Sunday 23April 2017, the weekend after Easter and the closest possible
date to the 140th anniversary.
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The program covers the history, social and economic influence and day-to-day operations of the railways in

